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> ‘National Group’
KEY OBSERVATIONS, DECISIONS AND ACTIONS

PART 1 -  Local Spending Plans 

1. There are clear linkages between the Sustainable Communities Act ‘Local Spending Report’ (LSR) and the newly launched Total Place Programme. The first set of Spend Data has been published by CLG but is very high level and as it stands is of little use to inform local spending decisions.  The Total Place Programme has just started so there is little to report as yet. These two initiatives appear to be disconnected. Establishing what the ultimate aims and objectives of these initiatives are, and what they are intended to achieve, and how this impacts on outcomes, in a particular place, are relevant issues.  

2. The Local Spending Note produced and tabled by Adam Wilkinson at this meeting, outlined key questions on the purpose of LSR’s, in relation to impact measurement. This paper provides useful food for thought for further conversations with LGA, CLG and others who are leading on the Total Place Programme.  Once the aims of the programme are clear, it will then be possible to see what kind of information would help decision makers, working at ‘place’ level. This is to help them make more informed meaningful decisions to maximise the positive, (local) economic, social and environmental impacts and outcomes for communities.
Summary of Issues and Proposed Action
· Current data provides insufficient information in relation to themes, priorities, key drivers. Therefore, this provides insufficient useful information to inform elected members, LSP’s, electorate.
· It is worth considering the approach and benefits realised by the Counting Cumbria project and to learn from their experience.
· A key task might be to ensure effective monitoring (and assistance if possible) for the Total Place pilots to better prepare data into useful information. This would require significant leadership commitment to make it work and be worthwhile.
· We must recognise this is a long-term approach and therefore would benefit from some early focus to reap benefits and rewards.

· One approach might be to identify a common theme which will be of importance to all Local Strategic partners, elected members, electorate, LGA and government departments – and which has credibility for being measurable, eg carbon.
· The National Group will consider and work up a suggested approach (offer) which draws upon this thinking. 
· There needs to be early conversation with RIEPs to determine their interest and support for such an approach.
Specific actions:
1. Clarissa Corbisiero (LGA) to forward the PowerPoint explaining the Total Place Programme,  and other info, for uploading onto the Sustainable Procurement Cupboard.  

2. Elizabeth Cox, (nef), to forward presentation on LSRs (presented at the meeting)  to be forwarded for circulation. Fay Blair to circulate ‘Counting Cumbria’ report.

3. Group members were asked to find out what visibility there is in the LAs on the evolving Total Place Work (Durham, Kent, Birmingham and Manchester) and to forward on any views and news to Fay Blair.
4. Elizabeth Cox, nef, (head of Connected Economy) expressed an interest in providing further input with the National Group, to develop dialogue on the linkages and opportunities to evolve a meaningful methodology for Local Spending Plan Reports. 

5. Others in the group who have ideas, or views to contribute to this discussion and thinking or wish to be kept informed, should contact Fay Blair.

6. The group will then try to arrange a meeting with LGA, CLG to take ideas forward.

PART 2 – Main Group Meeting

OGC

Access for All Programme’ and Implementing the Glover Recommendations 
Fran Somner, OGC, provided a general overview of the Glover follow-through project work.

It was agreed that Fran would liaise with Naomi Davy at OGC and the other Glover Project leads to meet with a core of the National Group for more detailed exchange and updates of information.

Defra

David Wright and Fay Blair met with Dr Kay Williams, Defra on 10 June.. A number of key proposed work progamme areas were identified as Defra’s priorities which have a clear overlap and synergy with the activities of the National Group. A key focus is on work relating to delivery of the SOGE targets and Green Public Procurement GPP. A key immediate outcome was for representatives from the National Group to attend a session organised on behalf of Defra and CESP, on 2nd July at ERM, in London, facilitated by James Cadman from ERM. David will forward names for this.
IDeA, Equalities
Mandy Wright, IDeA, explained that the Equality Bill is fundamentally about bringing information together into a single generic Duty. IDeA with LGA has sent out a consultation paper on the Equalities Bill, with 5 pages on public procurement.

Other aspects  
David Wright mentioned Mark Cook’s paper ‘Fresh Thinking’ which had been  presented at an earlier meeting. Anyone who is keen to take forward, should pass  possible case studies to Gayle Monk at Anthony Collins.
National Group – First Programme Board Meeting

David Wright highlighted that the first Programme Board for the National Sustainable Commissioning and Procurement Programme is going to be convened in August before the next National Group meeting on 8th September.. Terms of Reference of this Board, and the relationship with the Stakeholder Group have been drafted up and circulated. 
APPENDIX 1

AGENDA 18 June 2009 Meeting – as circulated
	10.00
	Arrival – tea/coffee

	10.30
	Welcome, purpose of the session and round table introductions
David Wright, Chair of the National Sustainable Procurement Stakeholder Group

	10.45
	‘Access for All Programme’ and Implementing the Glover Recommendations Naomi Davy and Fran Somner, OGC
Questions and feedback

	11.50
	UPDATES (headlines please email  to Fay Blair in advance to include in notes)

	12.15
	LUNCH

	12.45
	Introduction to workshop session, David Wright
LOCAL SPENDING PLANS from the Sustainable Communities Act:

What they are, intended to do, and how they could help us make better decisions (reference to Adam Wilkinson’s briefing statement, as attached)

Liz, Cox, Head of Connected Economy, New Economics Foundation, nef

	
	Questions and clarifications

	
	Feedback statement on the first published Local Spending Plan information (excel spreadsheet) as circulated, from LGA Fay Blair, Global to Local Ltd

	
	Feedback statement from nef on the Local Spending Plan data
Liz, Cox, Head of Connected Economy, New Economics Foundation, nef

	
	DISCUSSION What does this tell / and not tell us?

What is it that we need to know to help us make better spending decisions for better sustainable development (integrated, environmental, social and local economic) outcomes?

	13.45
	Discussion and agreement of key priority aspects of an improved approach  

	
	Any other business and confirmation of key items for next meeting

	15.00
	Close
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Attendees – 18 June 2009


	1
	Fay 
	Blair
	Global to Local (NSCP Programme Officer)

	2
	Peter
	Faill
	Durham County Council (NSCP Programme Board Rep )

	3
	David
	Wright
	Chair

	5
	David 
	Ford
	NHS PASA

	6
	John
	Tunnicliff
	Kent County Council

	7
	Mandy 
	Wright
	IDeA 

	8
	Graham 
	Randles
	London Remade

	9
	Elizabeth 
	Cox
	Nef

	10
	Clarissa
	Corbisier
	LGA

	11
	Frances 
	Sumner
	OGC

	12
	Rosemary 
	Foggitt
	BeBirmingham LSP

	13
	Charles
	Burt
	Olive Consultancy (SE)

	14
	Paul
	Whaley
	Health Care Without Harm

	16
	Justin 
	Sacks
	K2A LLP/ Knowledge to Action

	17
	Simon 
	Dury
	Envirowise

	18
	Anna
	Warrington
	Fourm for the future

	
	
	
	


	 

Apologies

	1
	Wanda
	Rossiter
	Audit Commission

	2
	Andrew 
	Foster
	East Midlands IEP

	3
	Carolyn
	McKenzie
	Kent County

	4
	Gillian 
	Brindle
	South West IEP

	5
	Tim 
	Slorick
	K Consulting

	6
	Andrew 
	Walford
	Audit Commission

	7
	Alan 
	Pavey
	Dorset County Council

	8
	Alan
	Kirkham
	City of Wakefield MDC

	9
	Rob
	Allan
	Wakefield MDC

	10
	Sarah
	Parker
	Wakefield MDC

	11
	Chris
	Ford
	Chris Ford

	12
	Simon
	Usher
	Sustainable Development Consultant

	13
	Janet
	Chapman
	Warwickshire CC

	14
	Becky
	Watts
	National Policing Improvement Agency

	15
	Jamie
	Lawson
	Remploy

	16
	Jonathan
	Campbell
	East Sussex County Council

	17
	Sandra
	Johnson-Blake
	Equality & Human Rights Commission

	18
	Minas
	Jacob
	Sustainable Development Commission

	19
	Jane
	Morris
	Audit Commission


	20
	Gayle
	Monk
	Anthony Collins Solicitors

	21
	Jane
	Davies
	Sefton Council

	22
	Tony
	Turnbull
	North Tyneside Council

	23
	Laurie
	Rainger
	GO-East of England

	24
	Bill
	Kirkup
	North East IEP

	25
	Jane
	Waring
	Norfolk County Council

	26
	Naomi
	Davy
	OGC

	27
	Susanna
	Kalitowski
	Equality & HR Commission

	28
	Caroline
	Lee-Smith
	 FRN
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