Ecobuild, 1st March 2011 at Excel Centre, London

Seminar
What Wood You Choose?  Help for Local Authorities in wood and paper procurement

Please register at: http://www.ecobuild.co.uk/register.html
Presented by: Central Point of Expertise on Timber (CPET) and WWF
For: Local Authorities, associated organisations, their contractors and suppliers

When?

Tuesday 1st March 2011, 3pm-4pm

Where?

South Gallery 15, Ecobuild, Excel Centre 

Directions: http://www.ecobuild.co.uk/visit/getting-there.html
Floorplan: http://www.ecobuild.co.uk/exhibit/floorplan.html 
Format
1 hour session with c.20-25minutes presentation and 35-40mins Q&A

Speakers
Sofie Tind Nielsen, CPET Project Manager

Nicola Round, WWF-UK Forests Campaign Manager

Introduction
From 2013, a new EU law will ban imports and trade of illegally harvested timber across the UK and Europe.  It’s time that all organisations and businesses are able to show that the wood and paper we buy is legally and responsibly sourced.  
BUT
- The UK is the world’s 4th largest net importer of illegal timber

AND

- The Public Sector (local and central) account for 20% of all timber purchased

- Only 7.5% of Local Authorities have responsible timber or paper procurement policies 

Local Authorities have a really important role to play in helping tackle illegal logging and making a positive difference to forests and climate change.  Some Local Authorities have already made really positive changes and you can too!  If it seems daunting to try and improve your timber procurement, CPET and WWF can help you.  We’ll explain why responsible procurement is important, what are the steps towards responsible purchasing, how we can help, and answer your questions.

We’re asking Local Authorities to make a pledge in 2011 to improve your timber procurement.  There are a range of pledges to choose from, to suit Local Authorities who have already made some progress as well as those who are at the beginning of their journey.  We'll support you with advice on how to fulfil your pledges, providing training workshops and guidance on how to develop and implement a timber procurement policy.  At the end of the year, we'll award Local Authorities who have fulfilled their pledge with a WWF 'badge' which can be displayed on your website or newsletters.
Come to our session at Ecobuild on Tuesday 1st March at 3pm to get involved.
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